PARVULUS CONAT Us. 


THE EO, "2 
A 


WHITE's ROW 
LECTURE, 


( A LITTLE ENLARGED ) 


* 


Delivered Tuzspay, Nov. 23, 1790. 


On PORTSMOUTH COMMON. 


By PETER EDWARDS. + 


— „ 


J. parve Liber, impavidus, et, favente Deo, Superbos ſuo 
a faſtigio depelle; in Judicio miteſque Edoce; ac, ut 
Chriſtus in hominibus ſanandis, omnia in omnibus fiat, Fac. 


— 


Printed for the Author; and ſold by him, and T. White wood, 1 
Jun. on the Common, Portſmouth and in London, by | 19 

H. Trap, and G. Terry, Paternofter-Row ; W. Aſh, [31 
Little Eaſtcheap ; W. Button, Newington Cauſeway ; and 
J. Dermer, Shad Thames. 


ENS 
PF 
ff T UR 0 


ROMANS VI. I, 2. 


„What ſhall we ſay then? Shall we continue in Sin, that 
Grace may abound ?_ Gop forbid. How ſhall we, that 
are dead to Sin, live any longer therein?“ 


IE LIRSEF PARTE 


HERE is one thing in the text, which is 

obſerveable enough ; and that 1s the ob- 
jection that the Apoſtle brings in : and which 
is not peculiar to this place. I confels it is a 
matter of ſome wonderment to me, that com- 
mentators (to my obſervation) have not no- 
ticed it, though there is ſcarce any thing that 
ſhews more clearly the deſign of the wricer, 
than the objections he introduces. I'll try to 


employ this in the text, ſo as to anſwer a goo 


purpoſe {ſpiritr ipſo flante) to the Children of 
30D ; after paſſing over the different parts of 
the text by way of familiar comment. 

What ſhall we ſay to theſe things * ] This 
queſtion calleth upon us to reaſon when we 
read, and to ponder, when any one preaches, 
and to ſeek for a reply to what God reveals. 
Have we nothing to ſay when God tpeaks ? 
It muſt needs be, that our attention was turned 
away, or our underſtanding was dark. It is nor 
the great hearer, but the great thinker, that 
will become a learned Chriſtian. And they 
will diſcern beſt betwcen good and evil, who 


Rom, FA 20s 


Pf. cxix. 995 


have their ſenſes moſt exerciſed in theſe things. Heb. v. 14. 


Some one ſaid not amiſs, that much reading 
makes a full man, much thinking makes a 
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correct man, and much writing makes a ready 
man. And the union of an obedient ear, with 
a wiſe reprover, is the wiſe man's golden orna- 
ment. But to ſtretch out the hand for a whole 
day, to a diſobedient and gainſaying people, 
15 a cold work to the preacher, and a criminal 
work to the hearers. So it was ſaid to the ſhame 
of the Rulers, ** I have told you already, but 
ye did not hear; whercfore will ye hear it 
again?“ Nor could CHRIST ſhew the acculers 
of the woman a greater contempt, than by 
Writing on the ground, when they addreſſed 
him as a judge. And therefore St. Paul, mch 
within: the improvement of Timothy, {:id, 
% meditate upon theſe things, give thyſelt 
wholly to them, (e rares 194, be thou in them | 
for it 18 by patience and comfort of the Scrip- 
tures, chat we have hope. 

Thai Grace may abound.] The grace of Gop 
in bringing Salvation, is ſet in oppoſition to 
human works. But when it hives, and moves 
in the heart, it 1s the great producer of moral 
good. And ſometimes the effect bears the 
name of the ctficient. We take grace here, in 
the firſt ſenſe, as the ohjection cannot be form- 
ed againſt either of the other : for no one 
would ſay, * ſhall we continue in fin, that good 
fruits may abound ?” And it muſt be in that 
ſenſe, that it reigns through righteouſneſs unto 
eternal life. | 1 

Grace may abound.] The abounding of Grace 
is a fine thought, coming from ab and andans, 
out-flowing. So when this Grace yullifies and 
ſanctifies a ſinner, it is ſaid to be ſhed upon 
him abundantly through Jesvs CHRIST our 
Saviour. And therefore the Scripture ſpeaketh 
of it, as the pouring out of floods, — the 
flowing of a river—and the ſpringing of a well. 
It is like the path of Gop, that drops fatncis 
on the paſtures of the wilderneſs, ** and makes 


the little hills to rejoice on every fide,” This 
1s 


WS v 


is elegantly ſet forth in the Scriptures by the | 
progreſbon of numbers, fo Iſaiah, “ he will If, Iv. 7. | 
multiply to pardon,” ſo St. Peter, and Jude, Walen. 
© mercy,unto you, and peace, and love be mul- Jude u. Be 
tiplied ;” and this the verb Taagu, ſeems to 
import. As who ſhould ſay, if two degrees of 
Grace will not keep you placid, and pious, he 
can give four, and raiſe them to eight, and go 
beyond all you can aſk, and give more than 
you can think, and make his mercy to en- Ep. iii. 20. 
compaſs you, and cover you, and keep you in H 
on every fide. | ES. 
Shall we conlinue in Sin, that Grace may 
abound ? | No doubt the abounding of Grace 
is greatly to be wiſhed : but has a continu- 
ance in fin any concern with the abounding of | 
of grace? If it had, grace were no lovely | 
thing. Nay, grace, oi Gop's lavour greatly | 
abounds, where there 1s no lin ; tor how are | 
Angels and glorified Spirits happy? And , Tim. v. 27. 
gc does not abound, where there is no want 
of fin ; or how are Spirits in pion mulerable ? 
And even amo! git men, ſome will drop into John vil 
their graves with ſin enough, but utter ſtrangers 
to the abounding grace of Gop. | 
Vet certainly, when he who is as ſcarlet, is 
made white as ſnow ; and he who is as crimſon, x, f. 8 
becomes as wool, grace flows out in ſuch a 
caſe as that. Yes, but it is when he, whoſe 
fins are as ſcarlet, is made white as ſnow ! For 
there would be no appearance of grace abound- 
ing, it he were as ſcarlet ſtill. *T1s not the 
continuance, but the cure of ſin, that ſets off | 
the power of grace. For as the protraction of {ol 
the diſeaſe, ſhewed the weaknets of the phyſi- — [ 
clans ; and the preſence of the ſtrong man yg. v. 26. 0 
keeping his caſtle, made it evident, that the 
ſtronger was not yet Come ; lo to St. Paul, Luke xi. 21, 
when he was turned from being a blaſphemer, 
and a perſecutor, and injurious ; the grace of 
our Loxp was exceeding abundant with faith x Tim. i. 13. 
and love which is in Chriſt Jeſus.” 
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God forbid. Vn yevoilo, Let it not be. St. 

Acts xx. 23. Paul did not ſhun ſuffering, nor ſtatt from 

death. But here he recoils from the deteſted 

thought, and turns away his face indignant : 

talem terris avertite peſtem. We ſee then, ac- 

cording to the Apoſtle, that to continue in fin 

is a horrid thing: and that it has ſomething ſo 

deviliſh and damnable in it, which cannot 

Pl. cxx. 5 caſily be depicted. While David continued in 

Melech, he faid, Woe is me; and the leproſy 

| of Naaman was a counterpoiſe to all his honours. 

1 Kings, v. 1 Nh would continue in a burning fever, or take 

up his abode in a plague? And yet, though 

the body be deſtroyed, the ſpirit might be 

ſaved in the day of the Lord. But he who 

abides in fin, will feel it to revive,—and riſe 

pf xxxviii, upon him; and this monſtrum horrendum, informe, 

N ingens, will chain and cruſh and ſting— and 

Pl. xl. : * drown—and wrap him up in livid flame! 

x Cor. xv. «6 He therefore who continues in fin, ſhould learn 
8 to dwell with everlaſting burnings. 

If. xxxiii. 4 oro ſhall we. ] One cannot well overlook 

that fine frame of ſpirit, which the grace of 

Sad forms in men. How angelic it is! For as 

; Michael the Archangel durſt not rail, when 

jude ix Satan was rude; fo this gracious frame of heart 

- inclines 'em, when defamed to intreat, when 

x Cor. iv. 12, perſecuted to ſuffer it. It teaches: them to 

13. abhor that which is evil, and to cleave to that 

which is good.” There is no outward reſtraint, 

or ſecular motive, that can act like this; 

for this is connatural to them, and life in 

them; which therefore in its actings 1s ſtrong, 

and regular. So“ the fear of the Lok, is a 

forintain of life to depart from the ſnares 

Pier. xir. 27 Of death.” Thus an eminent worthy of old, 

2voided oppreſſion and covetoutneſs ; for he 

ſaid, „but fo did not I, becauſe of the fear of 

N-h. y. 17 Gop.” A holy neceſſity is laid upon them to 


ſhun fin, for they cannot fin, becauſe they 
John iii. 9 are horn of God.” | 


1 


How ſhall ve who are dead to ſin?] Between 
being dead to fin, and dead in fin, there 1s no 
ſmall difference. The laſt denotes an undil- 
turbed, and ſettled enjoyment in it, without a 
deſire to forſake its pleaſures, or an effort to 
force off its fetters: and this is the dark do- 
main of all unregenerate men. But the firſt, 
when taken in a ſtrict ſenſe, implies no com- 
merce with fin, enjoyment ot it, or deſire to 
it ; for death brings all theſe things to an end. 

Of the dead it is obſerved, ** their love and Eccles. ix. 6 
their hatred, and their envy, are now periſhed, 

neither have they any more a portion for ever 

in any thing that is done under the ſun.” So 

from being dead with Curisr from the rudi- 

ments of the world, the Apoſtle inters ©* touch n 

not, taſte not, handle not.” For as“ the woman TI 
that liveth in pleaſure, is dead while ſhe liveth,” 

alive indeed to pleaſure, but dead to God, hav- , Tim. v. e 

ing no commerce with him, enjoyment of him, 

or deſire towards him: fo the Saints are to rec- 

kon themſelves to be dead indeed unto fin, but 

alive unto "Gop, through JEsus CHRIST our Rom. vi. 1 

Lord. 

How can ve live any longer therein ?] He an- 
ſwereth the objection, by an argument taken 
trom the oppoſition of things. Dies eft, ergo 
non nor. Le are all the children of the Light, 
and the children of the day: we are not of the! Th. v. 
mght, nor of darkneſs.” When a child of the 
night carries on a commerce with tin, and finds 
enjoyment in it; there is nothing unnatural or 
wonderful in all this: © for his courle is only Rph. ; 2 

X . . n, 253 
chat of all the children of diſobedience: and they 
who are after the fleſh, will always mind the Rom. viii, g 
things of the fleſh.” But for a child of the day 
to continue in fin, in its fellowſhip, enjoyment, 
and deſire, is perfectly unnatural, and impoſſi- 
ble: ſince “ they who are after the Spirit, 
do mind the things of the Spirit.” For by Rex. viii, 8 
the ſame grace, that forms them children, they | 
are 
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are made free from fin, and become ſervants of 
Gor, “and have their fruit unto holineſs, and 
Rom. vi, 22 their end everlaſting life.“ 
Vet, the truth leads me to ſay, that the dead- 
nets in this place, is to be fo taken, as to agree 
Bi vith the accounts given of the children of God, 
in other parts of the word. While indeed 
there is fleſh luſting againit the Spirit, inſo- _ 
much that what we wiſh is not done; and ſince 
St. Paul complained, and ſome have fallen, and 
all need more grace, and are yet to be wholly 
ſanctiſied, and muſt cleanſe themſclves from 
James iv, 6 all filthinefs of fleſh and ſpirit : we ſhould not 
422 We againſt the truth, in ſpeaking of the cafe 
of 4 good man. But nevertheleſs, on the 
whole of the matter, the preponderancy is 
1John, iv, 4 much on the fide of the children of God, 
the prevalence of Grace is greatly in their fa- 
vour. As then, he, who ſays, “old wine is 
Luke v, 39 hetter, will not ſtraightway deſire the new,” nor 
will any man cleave to that, which he loves 
leaſt of all, trabit ſua quemque voluptas, and if 
1 the children of Uracl love idols, then after idols 
they will go: fo the children of Gop, with all 
their infirmities, think Gop the higheſt good, 
and CurisT the molt lovely, and his ways the 
moſt pleaſant, and his word the moſt ſweet: 
they chooſe the better part, and it ſhall not be | 


Gal. v, 17 


Nom. vii, 24 


Luke x taken away from them. For if Barzillai would 
not dwell at David's court, becauſe he could 

Sam. xix, 35 not taſte what he ate, or what he drank, or hear 
the voice of finging men, and ſinging women, 

he being now dead to theſe things: what“ fruit 
has a child of Gop in thoſe things whereof he | 
is now aſhamed ? for the end of thoſe things N 
R T | 
is death. | z h 
Theſe things muſt needs be brought into the h 
account, for otherwiſe we ſhould condemn the . 
generation of the Righteous; ſince all feel ſuch . 
reſiſtances in a life of faith. Yet on the other ww 


er the 
eng 


hand, it ought to be conſidered, wheth 


5 
exiſtence of ſuch things doth not more evidently 
ſhew the greatneſs of the power of grace in them 
than would otherwiſe appear. Thus, when I xsus 
Cuxisr ſhewed himſelf among the Jews, they diſ- 
covered more clearly the ſtrength of their hatred 
to him, and his Father. And though at Co- 
rinth it was an infelicity to have a diſorderly 
member among them, yet it gave occaſion to 
a more pleaſing diſplay of the power of grace; 
and when the Apoltle ſaw their zeal, revenge, 
indignation, fear, &c. he ſaid they approved , Cor. vit. 3 
themſelves clear in that matter. For as the 
zeal of the Jews (in building the walls) appeared 
ſo much the greater, as their enemies were more 
buſy, and more numerous, that ** every one, 
with one of his hands wrought in the work, and Neb.iv. :7-21 
with the other held a weapon: and that from the 
riſing of the morning till the ſtars appeared.” 

For had they fainted 1n the day of evil, it would 
have ſhewed their ſtrength to be ſmall. So P.. xxiv. 15 
when men, beſet with many infirmities, do move 
directly againſt them all, and come off more 
than conquerors; they diſcover ſome very 
ſtrong power working within, which beareth 
down the adverſe principle, and moveth them ,,, ; 19 
on. That houſe is firmeſt, which rains, and _ 
floods, and winds cannot overthrow. And Mat. vii. 2: 
that love is ſtrongeſt, which cannot be quenched, Can. vii. 
Therefore St. Paul will glory in his infirmi- 
ties, that the power of Chrift may reſt upon him. 
The text paraphraſed, the Apoſtle hisſelf 
being ſuppoſed to ſpeak = 
THE trutlis which I have delivered, deſerve 
your ſevere meditation. But if any one ſhould 
ſuppoſe they give licence to fin, I would have 
him know I abhor the thought; and wiſh 
him farther to conſider, whether theſe truths 
when cordially received, do not take away even 
a reliſh for fin. And if ſo, how can he, to 
whoſe mind fin is become unpleaſant, live in 
:he practice of that which does not pleaſe ? 


John xv. 24 


2 Cor. xil. 9 
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5 
SECOND PART. 


] Come now to what I principally intended 


from the words, which was to make that uſe 
of the objection introduced by the Apoſtle, of 
which it might be thought capable. And that 
] may do this with the greater perſpicuity, as it 
comes now under a more public inſpection, I 
think it not amiſs to throw what 1 have to ſay 
into ſeveral ſections: fince that which has a 


tendency to arreit the mind, is for that reaſon 


John viii. 32 


Accs xxviii. 
26—27 


James i. 25 


2 Pet. 1.9 


more likely to profit. 


$ 1. Containeth an Introduction to the main Deſign, 


Without controverſy, I think I may ſay, two 
things do materially concern the hearers of the 
word of God :—to underſtand the truth—and 
to feel its power. Both of which are briefly 
comprehended in that ſaying of Carisr, ** Ye 
ſhall know the truth, and the truth ſhall make 
you free.” But there are many hearers, who 
care nothing for ſuch truth, and ſuch freedom. 
And of ſuch there were many in old time, 
whoſe heart was groſs, and whoſe ears were 
dull, and whoſe eyes were cloſed : ſo they heard, 
but did not underſtand ; and ſaw, but did not 
perceive.” For as he that looketh into the 
perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, 
is not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the 


work, and ſhall be blefled in his deed : ſo he 


that lacketh theſe things is blind, and cannot 


ſee afar off, and hath forgotten that he was 
purged from his old fins. 

My deſign, theretore, 1s to form out of the 
text, a criterion of true doctrine, and to try 
the ſentiments that go about by that rule, In 
doing which I would be careful, that the cano? 
(hall be fairly drawn from the text, and the 
doctrines as fairly tried by the canon. Do ye, 
then, dearly beloved, give me your cloſe at- 
tention ; for 1 dare fay ye would not embrace à 


„ 
lie: and there are ſome of you who make what 
ye hear, and what ye receive, a matter of con- 
ſcience. And in this, ye do perfectly right, 
becauſe it is your life, andthe lengthening of 
your days! Surely, they are not wile, who 
eſteem this a light matter, nor do they ſuffici- . 
a a a : 2 Theſſ. ii, 
ently oblerve, that a belief of the truth, and 13 
ſanctification of the Spirit, are St. Paul's lovely 
companions; and to believe a lie, and to be 2 Thef. h, 
damned, are joined together by the Apoſtle. 1 
So then, if the truth ſanctify us, and ſet us fad 
free; there is little room to doubt, but error 2 Tim-ii- 
will fetter us, and bind us faſt. 25—46 
And ſince I have requeſted your attention to 
that which may be delivered, ſo I woul:! with 
every one, to attend ſeriouſly to the frame of his 
own heart, whether it ſtand fair towards godly 
things; ſince there is nothing ſo important 
as a right propenſion of heart in this buſineſs. 
For though a man's abilities were ever ſo great, 
if he be not turned from his iniquities, he ne OY 
cannot underſtand the truth.” And they who , pet. ii, 8 
are diſobedient, will always ſtumble at the 
word.” Moſt true it is, that corrupt affections _ 
will ever fight againſt the verity of God. Thus Ads vii, «x 
* the uncircumciſed in heart will always reſiſt 
the Holy Ghoſt.” ** And they who have plea- 2 Thel. ii, 13 
ſure in unrighteouſneſs, will never believe the _ 
truth.“ And they who are contentious, will Kom: i, 3 
never obey it. 
What will hinder a diſobedient, from being 
a gainſaying people * For if the citizens hate Rom. x, 21 
their nobleman, they will ſoon ſay, „we will 
not have this man to reign'over us.” So if Luke xix, 16 
the heart be rightly turned by the grace of 
God, the underſtanding will not be deficient. 
Wherefore Jeſus ſaid, “ If any man will do the 
will of my Father, he ſhall know of the doc- 
C trine whether it be of Gop.” Thus St. Paul John vii 17 
. 2 Tun. ii, 25 
; pre-ſuppoſeth repentance, as neceflary to the ” 
acknowledging of the truth. For it is the wiſe 
B 2 in 
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in heart that receive commandment, while a 
prating fool ſhall fall. And St. James ſaith 
well, “ wherefore lay apart all filthineſs, and 
ſuperfluity of naughtineſs, and receive with meck- 
James i, 21 neſs the engrafted word, which is able to ſave 
your ſouls.” Now where this is not done, the 
Heb. iv,» word will not be mixed with faith in them who 

hear it. 55 
And the reaſon of all this is, quod recipitur 


Prov. X 8 


1 Cor. ii, 6 fer modum recipientis recipitur. So St. Paul 
„ Spake wiſdom among them that were per- 


fect; and preached Cnrisr crucified unto 

John viii, 47 the Jews a ſtumbling- block, and to the Greeks 

fooliſhneſs ;—and they that are of God, hear 

Dan. xii, xo God's words, and others hear them not becauſe 

a they are not of God ; ſo none of the wicked 

ſhall underſtand, but the wiſe ſhall underſtand; 

x Cor. ii, 14+ —thus the ſpiritual man judgeth all things, and 

'5 the carnal man underſtandeth not the things of 

the Spirit of God.“ Not that the way of truth 

where profit and practice are concerned, is ſo 

PC, xix, very intricate in itſelf; for it is revealed with 

ſuch clearneſs, that one of David's ſimple men 

I, xxxv, 8 can find it out; and the path is ſo even, that 

a wayfaring man, though a fool, ſhall not err 

'therein. For, as a ſound man will walk with 

tolerable ſteadineſs in a rough path, while a 

cripple will totter and limp even in Solomon's 

porch: ſo the ways of the Lord are right, and 

Hoſea xiu, 9 the juſt ſhall walk in them: but as for tranſ- 
greſſors, they ſhall fall therein. 


” 3 
— 


— 


$ 2. Layeth down a Rule of true, Doctrine, and the 
Reaſons of it. | 


. HE general method of judging concern- 
| ing a rruth out of the Scriptures, 1s by 

Rom. xii, 6 the proportion, or analogy of faith. And this 
is, when the parts of a doctrine will match with 

en the varions parts of Scripture, without offering 
Tx nete Violence to any them: for then the doctrine 15 
; | pro · 


| 


E 

proportionate to the Scriptures, or bears an 
analogy to them. This method was purſued 
by thoſe of Berea, who ſearched the Scriptures 
daily, whether thoſe things were ſo. And to 
this our Lord directed the Jews, ordering them 


to ſearch the Scriptures, which teſtified of John v. 30 


» 


him.” This plan is the ſafeſt that can be, for 


it makes men wiſe unto ſalvation : but then, it Tim. iii, 15 


calls for attentive reading, fervent prayer, and 
great impartiality, that the Scriptures might not 
be tortured, or forced. For, as it is a happineſs 
rightly to divide the word of truth, ſo ſhould 
any wreſt the word of God, it will be to their 
own deſtruction. 

The Apoſtle, I think, hath reſpect to an- 
other, where he calleth the Goſpel a doctrine 


Acts xvii, 12 


according to godlineſs. Now, in applying this 


rule, when any one propoſition or more are Tim. vi, 3 


conſidered, it behoveth us to enquire whether 
the ſentiment will live quietly with fin, and 
countenance any thing ſintul; or ſhame . and 
ſtarve it, and drive it out. And this is a good 
rule to try, not only if a doctrine be true, but 
whether we have received it in the love of the 
truth. 

But the following has been propoſed by ſome 
good men: viz. that doctrine is true, which 
humbles the ſinner, exalts the Saviour, and 
promotes holinels. And this, indeed, is a 
good rule for the loweſt capacity, nor do 1 
think there is the leaſt danger of its leading 
any wrong. 

I purpoſe at this time, to ſtate another, 
which is not much urged, and yet, it may be, 
is not ulcleſs in this affair. Our text furniſhes 
the following rule, which you may take in theſe 
words, ¶ That Doctrine is moſt true whch ſeems 
to favour ſin, but yet does moſt effectually op- 
Poſe it.] -But before I proceed to the ule of 
this -propoſition, it will be proper to explain 
the terms—and to ſhew cauſe why it is * 
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By {Sin ] I mean a diſpoſition to, and prac. 
tice of that, which thwarts the law of God, 
whether expreſſed or implied in the Scriptures. 
To fav war} to countenance, to encourage, by 
furniſhing arguments and motives to that which 


is wrong. [Seems to favour: ] by this I under- 


ſtand ſome ſlight appearance only, whereby 
thoſe who are not partakers of Chriſt, are led 
to form unfavourable concluſions. | Oppoſe i it:] 
by this I mean, its rooting out ſinful inclina- 
tions, and forming the mind to take pleaſure 
in all holy things. [ Effectually oppoſe : | that 


is, ſuch an energy of working, as will end ina 


compleat conqueſt of the heart of a fallen crea- 
ture to God. 

Obſerve, when I ſay the doctrine effectually 
oppoles ſin, my meaning 1s, that this 1s its 
natural tendency, though the effect never takes 
place without the power of that Spirit who work- 
eth in them that believe. 

The propoſition ſo explained will run thus: 
[that doctrine is moſt true which appears to 
thoſe, who have no ſalutary knowledge of it, 
to encourage men to the love and purſuit of 
ſin ; but yet does in fact, fully root out the 
love, and ſuppreſs the praclice of ſinning. ) 

The reaſon of the propoſition is to be drawn 
from the text. That part of it, | viz. that doc- 
trine is true which ſeems to favour fin] has its 
tupport in the firſt verſe.“ Shall we continue 
in tin that grace may abound ?” This I think 
mult be plain enough ; for the prevention or 
objection is either pertinent, or not pertinent; 


not the laſt, for it does not comport with a 


ſenſible man, much leſs an inſpired writer, to 
bring in that which is alien from his deũgn. 
If the firſt, he muſt certainly apprehend, that 
his doctrine ſeemed, in the view of ſome per- 


ſons, to quiet and encourage men in fin : be- 


cauſe it were trifling, to introduce an objection 
which no man had made, and which 1t was 
not 


5 

not likeiy any man would have thought of 
making. But this is not the Apoſtle's manner, 
as may be ſeen in theſe places: Rom. iii. 1, 
zi —vi. 15— vii. 7, 13—1Xx. 19. Now if this 
be clear, and it be granted, that what the 
Apoſtle taught was the truth of God; we have 
the reaſon of this part of the rule. 

The other part | but yet does effectually op- 
poſe fin] is taken from the ſecond verſe, where 
St. Paul, after a hearty deprecation, ** God 
forbid,” faith, „ How ſhall we, that are dead 
to fin, live any longer therein?“ Now there 
cannot be a more ſure way of ſetting aſide any 
practice, than by taking away the pleaſure that 
attends it. For, ** when the daughters of muſic 
are brought low, a man will not be forward to 
* chaunt to the found of the viol.” While 
men have pleaſure in unrighteouſneſs, they 
will purſue unrighteouſneſs: but when they ſa- 
vour the things of God, they will exerciſe 
themſelves unto godlineſs. ** So if the inclina- 
tion of the heart be unto God's teſtimonies, it 
will be turned from covetouſneſs.““ But what 
theſe perſons were in their diſpoſition, was to be 
aſcribed organice to the doctrine of the Apoſ- 
tle. So in verſe 17; they are ſaid to have 
** obeyed that form of doctrine which was de- 
livered to them.” The wordGod, (faith St. 
Paul) worketh effectually in them that believe.” 
And this is its regular tendency wherever 1t 
becomes an engrafted word; for it brought 
forth fruit in the Coloſians, aud in all the world, 
from the time they heard it, and knew the 
grace of God in truth. If men would eſcape 
the pollutions of the world, there is nothing 
like the knowledge of our Lorp and Saviouk 
JESUS CHRIST. So if any are made ſpiri- 
tually pure; they are clean through the word 


Eccl. xii, 4 


Amos vi, 6 


i'l, cxix, 35 


2 Thel. ii, 13 


Col. i, 6 


2 Pet. ii, 20 


that is ſpoken unto them. This muſt be admit- Jobn xv, 


ted by all, that true doctrine effectually oppoſes 


an. And by putting theſe together, we form 


15 
| 
| 


Heb. xili, 9 


Eph. iv. 14 


Acts xxvii.13 caried about with divers and ſtrange doctrines.“ 


Eph. iv, 14 
Heb. xi:1, 9 


a Tim. vi, 4 


is caſt down. 


. 6 3 
the propoſition, [that doctrine is true which 
ſeems to favour fin, but yet does effectually op- 


poſe it.] 


8 3. Stateth the Doctrines to be examined. 


HERE is ſcarce any thing that ſo much 

| perplexes a young religjoniſt, as the va- 
riety of opinions concerning religion, which are 
found among profeſiing people. The Apoſtle 
calleth them ** divers and ſtrange doctrines;“ 
and their power on the mind of men is very 
great. Therefore the Apoſtle compareth that 
power—to a tempeſt, “ be no more children 
toſſed to and fro; to a whirlwind, ** be not 


And from theſe two actions, dizzineſs and di- 
ſtreſs uſually ariſe. So St. Paul when he de- 
{ſcribes fucir an one, he ſays, ©* He is proud, 
knowing nothing, but doting | voowv, inſaniens, 
out of his icnſes; or languens, ſick] about 
queſtions.“ At fight of this, a young convert 
He would hear the voice of the 
good Shepherd, but fears to be deceived by 
the voice of ſtrangers. Chriſt, it is true, is 
his object, but to underſtand aright þs his taſk. 
There are three things that greatly Pefriend a 


Mar. xxiv, 24 regencrate perſon in this dilemma—Flection of 


Kom, Xt: 7 
Heb. xiii, 9 
Johu vii, 17 


Pſ. xxv, 9 


Grace Grace of ElectionHa diſpoſition to do 
the Will of God. So he ſhall “ aſk, and it 
ſhall be viven unto him ; he ſhall ſeek, and 
find; for God will guide the meek in judg- 
ment, the meek will he teach his way.“ Every 


- one that defires to be taught of God, ſhall 


James i, 5 


all the world but two opinions; and theſe are 


attain his true end, for God giveth wiſdom 


| liberally, and upbraideth not. 


And yet, in that article of Theology, to 
which my attention 1s directed, I can find in 


_— ws. ˙ awe i.e + £K.E 
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We. But 


commonly known by the doctrine of works, 
and the doctrine of grace, My buſineſs is ro 
lay down both, and try the merits of each, by 
the rule which J have formed. And this I 
would the rather do, becauſe there be ſome 


doctrine which God hates, and fo ſhould we; Rev. ii. 6. 
and before we can hold faſt that which is 


good, we mult prove all.” 
And firſt, what I mean by the doctrine of 

works, take in the following words, | viz. That 

men, by performing their duty to God and 


man, become acceptable to God in this life, 


and ſharers ot glory in another.] This ſcheme, 
indeed, may be ſer down in different words, 
and with ſome addition. There are who will 


mention the rhediation of Chriſt, and the 


mercy of God, and faintly add the common 
aſſiſtances of the Holy Spirit: but as theſe do 
not all belong to this ſcheme, they are little 
inſiſted upon by, thoſe who adopt it. And 
there are not a few, who have rejected the me- 
diation of Chriſt, and, the influence of the 
Holy Spirit, entirely from their ſyſtem. I 
have expreſſed what is neceflary to explain the 
doctrine, (for good works are made the mate- 
rial cauſe of acceptance with God, and final 
lalvation,) and have left thoſe who hold it to 
agree, or diſagree about the circumſtantials of 
It, as they ſee fit. 1 | 

The other doctrine may be thus deſcribed, 
it is the grace of God reigning towards a man 


in his Juſtification, and reigning in him to the 


OS 


lanftification of his body, ſoul, and ſpirit. ] 
That this may be plain to every one, obſerve, 
that under ¶Juſtiſication] I comprehend pardon 
of fins, and the imputation of Chriſt's righte- 
oulneſs ; and by | SanSification] I underſtand 
regeneration, which is the beginning, and the 
progreſs to the full image of the heavenly, 
which is its completion; and by [ Grace reigning 

C towards 
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towards him, and in him] JI intend the free fa. 
vour of God working all in all, and effecting 
its end, eternal glory; and good works as 
having no other place here, but as fruits atifing 
from God's favour. Theſe two ſentiments 
have found a place on earth, let us ſee which 
came down from heaven. 


$ 4. Applyeth the Rule to the firſt Doctrine. 


T our entrance into this ſection, which I 
conſider as the moſt material, and as 
deſerving to be ſeriouſly examined, it may be 
well for us to ſay, Lord, open thou our 
eyes, that we may underſtand thy law :”” that 
nothing uu be delivered but words of truth 
and ſoherneſs, and that what may be delivered, 
may profit. Attend impartially, kind reader, 
to the preſent examination, and try thy own 
ſentiments by it; be not afraid of the light, 
for he that doeth truth cometh to it, that his 
deeds may be made manifeſt that they are 
wrought in Gop. 

In the trial now before us, we ſhall make 
ule of that rule of judgment advanced in the 
ſecond ſection. | That doctrine is moſt true 
which /cems to favour fin, but yet does effectu— 
ally oppoſc it.] The explication and reaſons 
of which arc given in that ſection. The doc- 
trine firſt to be examined 1s this, | Men, by 
performing their duty to God and man, be- 
come acceptable to God in this life, and ſharers 
of glory in another. ] | 

Now in comparing this doctrine to the above 


rule, 1 am led, in favour of the opinion, (if 


it be fo taken) and them who advance it to 
others, firſt to make a CONCESSION. 
J grant 
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I grant, yes, I grant freely, that this opinion 
does not ſeem at all to favour fin : it does not 


ſeem to furniſh any URS, or motives to 


that which is ſinful. For ſuppoſe we heard a 
Miniſter, after he had explained the duties of 
his hearers, towards God and man, addreſs the 
auditors in this manner: * My dear hearers, 
I have ſet before you Life and Death ; now, if 
ye would eſcape eternal miſery, and ob- 
tain everlaſting happineſs, above all things, 
be found in the practice of thoſe duties which 
are enjoined upon you. Ye cannot obtain the 


' favour of God, and a place in glory, but by 


performing thoſe duties. Therefore, as ye love 
your fouls, be diligent in all ſuch duties as ye 
owe to God and Man.” I fay, if we ſhould 


hear a Miniſter ſpeak in ſuch a ſtrain as this, 


ſure there is no man who would ſuppoſe, that 
the doctrine he delivered ſeemed at all to favour 


fin. No one, ſurely, would think of objecting 


to him, What ! ſhall we continue in fin that 
Grace may abound ? This would be perfectly 
unnatural, and without doubt he mutt be ac- 
quitted of ſerming to favour ſin in the leaſt,— 
This, then, is the conceſſion : 


At tuum, benigniſſime Lector, pedem fiſle.—Pauſe ! 


This doctrine ſeems comely, what a pity it 
ſhould be corrupt : it ſeems lovely to the eye, 


and a fruit to be deſired to make one wiſe, Rom. vii. 10. 


when, unhappily, it is only calculated to admi- 
niſter death to its admirers. 
Yes, ſtrange as it may appear, this ſeemingly 


fair feature in this doctrine, is nothing but a 


foul blot upon it. And fair as it appears, prima 
facie, it is but of earth, and that wiſdom which 
is from beneath. | | 


+03: We 
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We draw out the Rule, and compare : 


Rule—That doctrine is true which ſeems to 
favour fin, 
But this doctrine does not ſeem to favour fin, 


Ergo, This doctrine is not true. 


Or you may take it thus: 


The objection in the text appeared to lie againſt 
St. Paul's doctrine ; | 
But the objection in the text does not appear 
to lie againſt this. 


Ergo, This is not the doctrine of St. Paul. 


I do not doubt but the preachers of this 
doctrine, applaud themſelves not a little in 
this, that their doctrine is almoſt the only one 


which does not lead to licentiouſneſs. I will 


look into that preſently. In the mean time, it 
behoves both its preachers and hearers to con- 


ſider, whether what they have taken to be its 


excellency, be not a proof of its error : then, 
if the light which is in it be darkneſs, how 
great is its darkneſs !— | 


In looking farther into this doctrine, I am led 
| next to a CRIMINATION. 

I affirm, that the doctrine before us, doth 
greatly ſerve the cauſe of fin. For proof of 
this, though I might wiſh you to liſten to the 
ſentiments of thoſe, who frequent places of 
pleaſure, riot, and folly, and live without 
piety, ſobriety, and God in the world, as a 
proof that there is a probability of truth in the 


charge I have advanced. Yet I am not in- 


clined to violate that rule, Eft affirmant:s 
probare,” or to fly back from the charge. And 
ſince the crime of which 1 have ſuppoſed it 
guilty is of ſo high a nature, it ſhould not 

lightly 
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lightly be paſſed by. I will therefore endea- 
vour to prove it; and the reaſons in general 
are two. 


FIRST RE AS ON, 


That which weakens the force of the law of 
God, ſerves the cauſe of fin, 
But this doctrine weakens the force of the law 
of God, 


Ergo, It ſerves the cauſe of fin. 


To make this plain to the reader, two queſ- 
tions ſhould be propoſed : Does this doc- 
trine weaken the force of the law of God ?— 
And if ſo, does it for that reaſon ſerve the 
caule of fin? On the firſt of theſe it may be 
ſaid, that this is not likely ; for if any perſon 
ſay [Men are accepted of God in this lite, and 
ſhare of glory in another, by performing their 
duty to God and Man, | and preſs this on his 
heaters, he ſeems rather to magnity the law 


than weaken its force. It is granted, he may 


ſeem to do this. But if he were aſked, do 
you, by the law, which directs our duty to 
God and Man, underſtand that rule in the 
Scriptures which is holy, and juſt, and good, 


and ſpiritual; reaching to the thoughts and Rom, vii. f. 


motions of the heart, and to the words and 
actions of the life? He certainly would ſay, 
Oh, no! For God, through Chriſt, calls for a 


ſincere obedience, not a perfect one. For it 


he demanded a perfect obedience, it were in- 
conſiſtent with our frail nature. He hath givci 
us a new law, more lenient, and to more com- 
patible to our preſent weakneſs. I ſuppole 
he muſt anſwer in ſuch a way as this, if at all. 


For ſhould he ſay that no alteration has taken 


place in the law, but it ſtill remains a perfect rule 
of righteouſneſs, and binds to univerfal obedi- 


ence, and condemns every defect, then the 
doctrine 


t 


doctrine would ſurely fall: for no fleſh living 

could be juſtified in the fight of God. But 

what need 1 ſay this? Are not the ſermons and 

books of ſuch perſons ſufficiently replete with 

a milder law—a remedial law—a new law— 

eaſier terms ſincere obedience, and the like? 

For as they of old time, who held this doctrine, 

made void the law of God, even ſo it is now. 

And it will be found true, chat they who deſire 

Gal. ir. 22. to be under the law, do not care much to hear 

what it ſays. 2 

Secondly, If ſo, does it ſerve the cauſe of 

fn? 1 anſwer it does, and that to a very high 

degree. It deſerves to be conſidered, whether 

the moving of the boundarics of God's holy 

law, be not in itſelf one of the moſt daring 

. crimes againit the Majeſty of Heaven, that 

can poſſibly be conceived by the heart of man. 

For if that man were deemed guilty of a great 

Deut. xxvii, Offence, who only moved a landmark, which 

17, Jivided a few acres of earth; how gui ty muſt 

he be, who bends, and forces the high decree 

of Heaven? And though ſuch ſhould profeſs 

themtelves worſhippers of God; without doubt 

their worthip muſt needs be vain, while they 

| teach for doctrines the commandments of men, 

Mark vii. 7. making void the law of God by their traditions. 

And if CHRIST TESUS our Lord athrm, that 

one jot, or one tittle ſhall in no wile paſs from 

Mat. v. 18. the Jaw, till all be fulfilled, it is impoſſible to 

lay, how high a crime he 1s guilty of, who acts 
{o bold a part againſt the law of God. 

Moreover, we conſider this violence upon 

the law of God, as opening the way to all 

other ſins. The pure law of God has two 

uſes,—to prevent ſin—and to convince of it. 

In the firſt, it is a light which makes manifeſt 

what is right, and what is wrong. I had not 


known luft, except the law had ſaid, “thou 
ſhalt 
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ſhalt not covet ;” and, * children obey your 

parents in the Lord ; for this is right.” In ag vii. 7. 
the other uſe, it is a candle of God, ſearching 0 20 
and laying open the conſcience and conduct of 

men: for, by the law is the knowledge of Rom. iii. 20. 
fin,” and fin, by the commandment, became 

« exceeding finful.” But if the law be re- Rom, vii. 13. 
laxed, or abated in its force, theſe two uſes of 

it are gone at once, ſin may freely conceive 

and bring forth without reſtraint. Thus no Jam. i. rg. 
man is checked in ſinning, nor condemned, 


and humbled for ſin; but on the contrary, 


continues prophane and proud, careleſs in 
committing ſin, and callous when tis commit- ( 
ted. | ; 
Of this the Scriptures furniſh an inſtance. 
The law concerning the duty of children to 
parents, was by the Phariſees meltcd down to 
a_corban (a gift,) and what followed but this; 
Ve ſuffer him no more to do avght for his 
father or mother.” But they nibbled at other 
parts as well as this, —and then what were they Mart. v. 
all? Why even ſuch as we might have expect- 
ed—putrid ſepulchres—high flown hypocrites 
—ravenous religioniſts—fair in appearance, 
but foul as fiends. For, if the law of God be 
moulded to fit the ſincerity of man; what will 
hinder, but that every man will ſhape it to his 
own. And fince the law muſt give way to hu— 
man weakneſs, it will be much more pleaſant 
to every man, to make it fit himſelf, than to 
be directed by its holy rules, or wounded by 
its ſtings, or humbled by its ſentence. None pf. I. 22. 
fin more freely than thoſe, who think God like 
themſelves; and ſurely they think thus, who 
ſuppoſe, that God hos given them a law to 
humour their depravity. Now, if$1000 men, 
ſhould put the law into a thouſand ſhapes ; 
will they not indulge their luſts, and enlarge 
their 


Mark vil. 1, 
12. 
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their licentiouſneſs? For fo on a time, when 
there was no king in Iſrael, every man did 


Judges xxi. 25 that which was light in his own eyes.” 


Eph. V. 9 


Jude xix. 


Rom. viii. 8. 


Nom x. 


1 Cor. xiii. 


2 Cor. xl. 


SECOND REASON. 


That doctrine which taketh away the ſpring to 
a holy life, ſerves the cauſe of fin ; 


But this doctrine takes away the ſpring to a 
holy life ; 


Ergo, It ſerves the cauſe of ſin. 
There is but one queſtion to be handled 


here, and that is, Doth this doctrine take away 


the ſpring to a holy life? For if it do, there 
can be no doubt but it ſerves the cauſe of fin. 
By taking away the ſpring to a holy life, I 
mean only its contrariety to it. The principal 
ſpring to a holy life, is the SPIRIT of GOD; 
ſo all Goodneſs is ſaid to be * his fruit.” For 
as the Body without the Spirit is dead; fo the 
Soul without the Spirit of God, is dead alſo. 
Since they who have not the Spirit of God are 
carnal ; and they who are in the fleſh cannot 
pleaſe God. ; 

But the more ſenſible incitement to a holy 
life, is“ the Love of God, ſhed abroad in the 
heart by the Holy Ghoſt given unto us.” 
Than which there 1s not a more benign worker 
in all nature. —It ſuffers long and is kind—it 
rejoiceth in the truth—it. bears, believes, and 
hopes, and never fails. In the cauſe of God 
it works and ſuffers willingly; for ſo St. Paul 
6 was in labours more abundant, and in 


deaths oft, becauſe the love of Chriſt conſtrained 


him.“ 
But now this doctrine taketh away the ſpring 
to a holy life, while it employs men in making 
terms, and conditions, and bartering with 1 
| or 


1 


for his glory. And this is the manner of it, 
« what ſhall J do to inherit eternal life? and 
what lack I yet?“ and he willing to juſtify 
himſelf, ſaid, “ and who is my neighbour ?” 
Now, if a perſon be in earneſt in this, (as ver 
ſew are jo) then, if he apprehend himſelf defici- 
ent, he is thrown into anxiety ; “ all theſe 
have I kept, but what lack I yet?” But 
ſhould the conditions appear too high, he is 
utterly caſt down. He was ſad at that ſay- 
ing, and went away ſorrowful, for he had 


great poſſeſhons.” Burt if he ſeem to himſelf Mark x. 22, 


to have performed theſe conditions, he will 
vaunt himſelf not a little, God, I thank 
thee, I am not as other men.“ For boaſtin 
will never be excluded by the law of works 
tis only Grace and Faith can caſt it out. 

But where all this while is the Love of Gop, 
the Spring of Holineſs? For, as of old, a 
great and ſtrong wind rent the mountains, 
but the Lord was not in the wind: and after 
the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not 
in the earthquake.” 
but the love of God is not in the anxiety : here 
5 forrow, but the love of God is not in the 
lurrow : ſo hkewife there is vaunting, but the 
love of God is not there. If this ductrine take 
away the ſpring to holineſs, it will certainly 
favour and ſtrengthen the cauſe of fin. VYhere- 
tore did the Jews reject Chriſt, and receive 
honour one of another, but becauſe the love of 


God was not in them?“ It is a ſenſe of God's * 422 


Iree ſalvation on our hearts, that teaches to 


deny all ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, and to T 


ive ſoberly, and righteouſly, and godly in this 
world. Now the doctrine before us oppuſeth 
all this, and ſo takes away the ſpring to a holy 
life. For as the love of God is the only ſpring 
© piety, and no one ever was holy without 1 : 

D ©) 


R om. lit. 
Ep. ii. 9. 


So here, there is anxiety, 1 Kings, x'xz 


11. 


it, li. Il, 22 


Prov. xxvi. zo ſin, for where no wood is, there the fire goeth 


And ſince this doctrine is einbraced by ſo many, 


Rom. vii. 4. 


Gal. ii, 19. 


Rom, X. 3. 


tures. True doctrine ſees to favour fin, but 


does not ſeem to favour tin in the leaſt; yet does 


And yet no one more unlikely to be holy than 


C 20 ] 


* fo what tenet ſoever oppoſes this, leadeth to 


out.“ 
This doctrine therefore is falſe in all its fea- 


yet does effectually oppoſe it. But this doctrine 


in truth fully ſerve its cauſe. Nor is it a ſtrange 
thing, that fin ſhould be encouraged by it; for 
if the rule of holineſs be ſtripped of its force, 
and the ſpring of holineſs be taken away ; how 
ſhall it be regulated, or how 1s it ever to riſe ? 


it is no wonder that ſo little picty, and ſobriety, 
and honeſty, 1s found in the world. Many 
ſuppoſe that the way to be holy is to be alive 
to the law, and to expect glory for our durics ; 
for if that man will not be holy who expects to 
go to Heaven for his good works, who will! 


he. For, as the Romans were dead to the law, 
and married to another, to bring forth fruit 
unto God; and the Apoſtle, through the law 
was dead to the law, that he might live unto 
God: ſo they who are alive unto the law, are 
not married to Chriſt; and have neither fruit 
nor lite towards God. 
And now after tial had, I fairly turn this 
doctrine aſide, as wanting in it all the features 
of truth. It is indeed fair without, to flight ob- 
ſervance ; but foul within and full of rotten- 
neſs. What pity, that this doctrine ſhould have 
the higheſt ſcat in the ſynagogues ; and chief 
rooms at feaſts, and greetings in the market- 
places; whereas it ſhould begin with ſhame to 
take the loweſt room ; nay, indeed it ſhould 
have no. room at all, but be caſt to the o 
and the bats, into the land of darkneſs, where 
it has its birth, and never be admitted * the 
allem- 


IS 


Jaſſemblies of the Saints, who are the faithful 
in Chriſt Jeſus. 


— — . 


— — ——— * 


$ 5. Applieth the Rule to the other Doctrine. 


HEN Joſeph found not his brethren in 
\ Shechem, he wandered a while in the 
field, and then went down to Dotham. When 
the ſpouſe miſſed the flock of Chriſt, ſhe withed 
to know where they fed, and enjoyed their 


rent doctrine of the day, and ſccing it is not 
that which ſhould come, cheartully look for 
another. We lift up our feet, and ponder our 
| path, and under the protection of « ſure pro- 
miſe, follow the pillar and cloud. If thou 
: ſeek for her as ſilver, and {earch for her as for 
hid treaſures ; then ſhalt thou underſtand the 
fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge of 
God.” So the wiſe men, when they found not 
Chriſt in Jeruſalem, followed the ſtar into 
Bethlehem. | 

Our work here will be but ſhort, all we with 
is, that it may be ſure. The doctrine now to 
be examined is this, | the Grace of (od reigns 
towards a man in his puttfication, and reigns 
in him, to his ſanctification in body, foul, and 
ſpirit.] The rule by which it is to be tried the 
lame as before. 

This propoſition ſays, that {| Grace reigns 
towards a man in his juſtification. } Now fup- 
pole a Miniſter while addrefling his auditors, 
ſhould ſay, My brethren, I coine to you with 
good news from Heaven, and inform youu. that 
Juſtification by the Grace of God, thr-ugh the 
Imputation of the obedience of Chriſt, will place 


he had always obeyed the law of God, and had 
D 2 never 


reſt at noon. So we, after examining the cur- 


Prov. ii, 4, 5. 


a man in as ſafe and honourable a ſtate, as if 


1391 


never ſinned. And this is expreſſed by our 
being compleat in Chriſt, and accepted in the 
beloved.” And the whole of this 1s brought 
about independent of good works already done, - 
or to be done by you in time to come. Info- 
much, that good works have no part at all 
either in the material, or procuring cauſe of 
this juſtification ; for if it be-of grace, then 


Rom. xi. 6. not of works.” 


— 


Dei graiia non erit gratia ullo modo, niſi omit 
moao gratuita fuerit. AUGUSTINUS. 


If a Miniſter ſhould ſpeak thus, will not 
ſome be ready to ſay, this doctrine don't look 
favourably upon morality, but makes good 
works little better than cyphers : for if they 
have no part in ſo great an article of religion, 
our juſtification before God, we may as well 
remain in fin. And moſt aſſuredly, when this 
propoſition is fully aſſerted, ſuch thoughts do 
ariſe in the minds of men. Arid therefore thoſe 
perſons who advance it, are always compelled 
to take notice of ſuch objections. Yea, how 
many ſharp arrows of the mighty have been 
thrown art this ſentiment? What bitter words 
have been uſed to run it down, under that very 
notion, of its fyrniſhing motives to fin ? 

And yet, After all, this very blot (as they 
ſuppoſe) is a noble badge of its truth. So when 
a man imagines, that he hath a vaſt advantage 
againſt it, when he is able to ſay that good 
works ſeem ſo much ſighted, and fin ſeems fo 


much encouraged, that the doctrine itſelf muſt 


be falſe ; he doth, without any defigh of his, 
by that very means prove 1t to be true. For, 


That doctrine is true which ſeems to favour ſin, 
But the doctrine before us /eems to favour fin. 
Ergo, The doctrine before us is true. 


| 07 
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\ Or thus : | 
The doctrine which ten u eth to produce the 


objection in the ext is true, - 


But this doctrine tepdeth to produce that ob- 


jection. 
Efgo, This doctrine is true. 


The other member of the propoſition is this, ; 
[Grace reigns in a man to his ſanctification in 
body, ſoyl, and ſpirit. ] In this part we have 
an effectual force to act againſt the power, and 
practice of fin. For the Apoſtle infers he non 
dominion of fin, from the reigning of Grace; 
Sin ſhall not have dominion, for ye are un- Rom. vi. x4. 
der Grace.” The ſame Apolile, to ſhew the 
nature of Grace, aſcribeth to it riches, and ſuf- FP: '- 7- 
ficiency ; and to expreſs its manner of work- 
ing, he ſays, „It teacheth to deny all ungod- 
lineſs and worldly luſts, and to live ſoberly, Tu. ;;, 12. 
and righteouſly, and godly in this world.”-— 
The true receivers of this doctrine are under 
no temptation to take away the force of the 
law of God, for Chriſt is to them the end of 
the law for righteouſneſs: nor to depreſs the 


2 Cor. X11. 9%. 


ſpring to a holy life, for that ſpring is Grace, 


or the love of God ſhed abroad in their heats 

by the Holy Ghoſt. and the more entirely a 

man fees himſelf ſaved by Grace, the more en- 

tirely he will love God, for he who hath L e vii. 49. 
much forgiven, the ſame loveth much.“ 

Take the Em of the whole in the following a: 

gument, and judge for yourlelt, viz. 


That doctrine is true which ſeems to favour ſtn, 
but yet does effectually oppo/e it. 
But this doctrine ſeems to favour ſin, yet does 
effectually opps/e it. 
Ergo, This doctrine is moſt true. 


But 


* 


PlIxxxix, 1 8. 


1 Cor. li. 23. 


1 


Nut for as much as true doctrine cannot fa. 
vour tia at ail, how comes ic pals that it ſeems 
to do lu? There arc two reations : firft, the 
want of proper attention, when perſons who 
he: = termon, very often gather up a part only, 
an} force it beyond! its proper intendment: or, 
ſ-condly, the want of knowing the force of a 
dy trine, when it is received in love; for we 
arc unable to ſay, how powerful a doctrine may 
be in practice, which we have only been exer- 
ciſed about in theory. And therefore we err 
not Knowing thc Scriptures nor the power of 
God. 

But this high and holy doctrine is a royal 
bounty from Heaven, and a balm for a broken 
heart. It raiſes, and aggrandiſes every ſinner 
who receives it. For “ bleſſed are they that 
Know the joyful ſound, they (hall walk, O Lord, 
in the hght of thy countenance.” From the 
different aſpects with which men view it, it 
appears to ſome as a deceiver, to others as true; 
to joe as unknown, to others as well known ; 
as poor, jet making many rich; as having no- 
thing, yet potleſing all * 


$ 6. Containeth the Concluſion of the Whole. 


T 1s eaſy to ſee what ſentiment 1s moſt likely 

to produce and promote moratiry among 
men. And herein 1s a marvelous thing, that 
the very doctrine which men deem the molt 
unfriendly to good morals, ſhould be that 
which alone can produce them.” When that 
ſentiment, which molt think will make men 
moral, does indeed carry the banc of morality 
in its very contexture, ** Thus the foolifhnels 
of God is wiſer than men; and the weakneſs 
of God is ſtronger than men.” J have ey: 
ore 


1 


fore ventured to aſſault that Doctrine which 
makes Salvation ta be of works; I have carried 
arms into its Camp, and heaped a black cri— 
mination- upon it; that the light of the Glory 
of God in the perſon of Jeſus Chrit might 
ſhine unto us. 
In religion there are two things—to know the Set 1, 
truth—and to feel its power. — The truth 1s, 
[that grace reigns towards a man, to his juſti- 
fication, and in him, to his ſanctification in 
body, foul, and ſpirit. ] And thongh it is not 
common to ſcek the power, before we know 
the truth ; there may be many who may know 
it in word, but not in power, nor in the Holy 
Ghoſt, and much aſſurance. But who are likely Thefl. i. 5. 
to receive this truth, in the power and {weetnets 
of it? I anſwer, They are the perſons, who are 
full willing to part with their burden, and bond- 
age at once. The burden, 1. e. the guilt of 
lin preſſing the conſcience ; the bondage, i Ls 
the governing power of it, as it diſpo ſeth a 
man to take pleaſure in fin. For, food cannot be 
more ſweet to the famiſhing, or balm more 
grateful to the bruiſed ; than this doctrine is to 8 
thoſe, who are weary of their but rden, and hate “ : 
their bondage. Indeed it is not every man, | 
that will receive this doctrine, as it ought to be 
received, for he that doth this, is both born, and john i. 13. | 
taught of God. John vi. 435. | 
7 hey who are in the happy poſſeſſion of the 
truth as it is in Chriſt, will experience it to be a 
dignity, and a defence unto them. 1 hey (hl 
be Kings and Prigſts unto God, and ſhall reign 
with him for ever. Or as Solomon elcoantly, 
* Wiſdom is the principal thing—ecxalt her, 
and She ſhall promote thee : She ſhall bring 
thee to honour when thou doth embrace her. 
She ſhall give to thine head an ornament of 
grace: A Crown of Glory, ſhall She deliver to Prov. iv. 2.2. 
thee, When thou goeſt thy ſteps ſhall not be * 


L351 . 


ſtraitened: and when thou runneſt thou ſhalt 
not ſtumble.“ 

So great is the dignity and defence of a man 
in Chriit ! Go then, gentle reader cleave to the 
truth as it is in ſeſus, (if thou halt it,) ſince it 
is of all companions the maſt pleaſant and pro- 
fitable, ** For when thou goeſt, it ſhall lead thee; 

Prov. vi. 22. when thou fleepelt, it hall Keep thee ; and when 
thou awakeſt, it ſhall talk with thee. 
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